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Leading European Robotics

Robotics industry supports Europe with joint visions for the future

Brussels, 7th July 2009 — Today we are ringing in a new era of robotics in Europe:
In Brussels, EUROP, the European Robotics Technology Platform, presents the
"Robotic Visions to 2020 and Beyond — The Strategic Research Agenda for robotics
in Europe, 07/2009". This future-oriented framework is the result of three years of
intensive work. The Who-is-Who of European robotics — 130 leading organisations
from industry and science — have developed a vision of the future for robots. This is a
milestone for European robotics. The development of the Strategic Research Agenda
for robotics in Europe was facilitated by the CARE project (Coordination Action for
Robotics in Europe) supported by the European Commission. The technologies to be
developed in the future will not only influence and dominate the robotics sector, but
also the new fields of application will change and facilitate the entire economy and
public life. Dr. Horst J. Kayser, EUROP President and CEO of KUKA AG has
presented the research agenda. He was supported by high-ranking representatives
of all robotics sectors, science and politics. You can download the research agenda
in the Internet at www.robotics-platform.eu/sra.

Product visions — Robotics will improve our life sustainably

EUROP's experts predict that robots will be working with and for people in
increasingly more sectors of industry and society. This will be both in the
manufacturing industry and in the service sector with its myriad branches
encompassing medicine, logistics, security and space flight as well as in the
domestic, educational and entertainment branches. Robots are becoming more
intelligent, more independent and more cooperative. However, one thing must be
ensured: man is the central figure, the robot his assistant.

About EUROP:

The European Robotics Technology Platform (EUROP) is an industry-driven platform comprising the main
stakeholders in robotics. Its goal is to strengthen Europe’s competitiveness in robotics research and
development and global markets, as well as to improve the quality of life of European citizens. EUROP is
one of several European Technology Platforms (ETPs) supported by the European Commission.

Further information at http://www.robotics-platform.eu
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About CARE:

The Coordination Action for Robotics in Europe (CARE) is a project funded by the European Commission
(Directorate Information Society and Media) under the 6th Framework Programme (FP6-IST-045058,
01.11.2006 — 31.10.2009). CARE coordinated the activities in all robotic sectors (industrial, professional
services, domestic services, security and space robotics) to derive an SRA endorsed by all stakeholders.
Further information at http://www.robotics-care.eu/

Press contact:

EUROP Secretariat, c/o EUnited Robotics

Diamant Building, Boulevard A. Reyers 80, 1030 Brussels, Belgium

Tel. + 32 2 706 82-22, Fax + 32 2 706 82-23, E-mail: secretariat@robotics-platform.eu
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